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The Top-Down Approach

We tend to readithe Bible'upside -down . No, notliteraldy , but literarilygmfromythe
bottom up . We often start making meaninaof lerunderstanding the Bible at the verse
level | (Fun fact : Did you knew™ _.at the chapter and versemnw.. “exs were not originally in
the Bible? These weI/,taed much later .) Gi?f::g Xoukl warnsiagainsty s@ sayilng, 'Never
read a Bible vers” . Instead, always read o raizjre,i: (at least) if you wan. to unlock the
meaning of & passage. The key to the ni-aiuvig ot ary verse comes from the pa.agraph, not
just from ".ne individual words." Fee & Stiae .t <ay w. need to understand that the weaning
of word , and sentences 'have full ans «teqr « ¢coaire -y in relation to preceding ad
succr 2ding sentences.” (p.31) We should zain ~arrieg from the Bible using the "top-dcwn
apr .oach," says Russell. This means starting w. *h the largest unit of meaning first, the
gr nre (or kind of text). After we understand tl e type of literature that it is, we gradual. v
‘low down to the smaller unitsof me~ .. "%e ¥~ ____ Aand even the individual words.

There are scveral dangers to gaining méa_ungmeem a verse when it is taken out of
its context (’Jﬁ rgeryunits of meaning) Let's just focus onsthree dangers, although

therelarer fr

Erst w can prcv Jac }: a mes 1ing that F e author r 1nter~

n( 2k o ey ﬁe !mrueljltiﬁata

therefore ., Ties". nt

promise g’ "’%lelcaV Toshua i< o cl - m ) ‘V\tment and
. - A 4 A 1 r r— »

confusion n " fpr Alse"1 (tf Alled. ‘cond. 2can’ 3a verse L of C '.ext to
justify sir ___ &rsor. ‘prefer ace think gesay! [, 'ITce doallth: jsthr jha
7erse takew0ut cemlontex., wsNilarious., edd . Thirct.,.dll falicccwesndlS wrmmewttS (@nd
even Sata eee.. €)1 2t el gorr .. kLT, e riptur ...dt .. faning tc
fiA theirv rldvie o1 dec. al |(teachtl ne¢ trm” LI jeadine tthe ~nd the
temptatic 77 dss w Tt An. 7 dc g 3t this. ic T 0 Jistce

explo: = the top -down method or approach . I believe its key to understanding the Bib] .
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Resources:

* 'Playing with Fi% 1. “w the Bible Ignites Change in Your Souly bv | Russell

* 'Reading Scripture with w. Vour Mind )" a BIOLA Universit _ ure by Walt Russell

* 'Never Read a Bible Verse:mﬂoa w7 Ty I could Teach You, ' Greg Koukl,
Www .St .org

* 'How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth" by Gordon D. Fee & Douglas Stuart
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http://www.str.org/

Quick Tips for Bible Study

Always read more than one verse . Gain a better Utnderstanding of the context by

zooming.out . This way, you ‘re reading a whole idea, ngt just part of one. It helps to do

. . _— S ...
this using the "top —oloww&‘—II o DIICH SO Gae ESOULCE PACK .

Use different ve/ .18 or translations w“;r‘_en vou read the Biblew :ﬂmKBible versions are
just easier te understand . Instead ct j'\",,‘t transieting the word (like "lesh "), some
translatic.is spell out what the wair oo/ v arecns (our 'sinful nature”). T think BOTH

kinds .t translations are good to fiavez 2 Lo (t'ee & Stuart)

Th _se Bible study tools are greatc 1o ».ave i-a .ol translation (or two) in study .>ible

‘ormat, 2- a Bible dictionary, ana . 2coe, © <2 commentaries. (Fee & Stuart)

Meet with other believers and wrestle with difficult Bible concepts that you don ‘t

understand . Dig into the context tr~~ther Dor -+ he afraid to ask the hard questions.

There are two, parts of studying God ‘s Wore. . « - gamaang the meaning of the Bible based

&
on the (:r,ng aindy 2<applying the meaning by asking, Whatidoes it mean for us now?"

Tt’s m¢ ff_4EFin f ( a bal rce of ur #8Jstandi” g the t; Jar q applysd f Inat 1’r/ays

Both € s nede }‘t chey =~ _a:to } Me in "~ erOpe Arc ar gczf rfgcudymg

the ge ~k, ch~ qn\d /or ~ aph } 1t »1y4 . 11fe We
N 1

X r— 1
can b 1ltc 2ag Mowar the pleto 1ansc 3thing Yve Tn dc Lg this ve
somet .. nple v skir ger =oric alinte [of th 1Ioly Spiri nhhav jthe

author=write we. Whenwe-sKip the Coneext, we calralso takesomeching-awaytfrom the

text t pewm. T t] re o) wr PR Jta. er DY ne o be T ;a.u._u..ly' ! =" NNOT
make heBi 2] ean._  hi fthatplk ses =~ A 1give _ ___Iy Spo ‘credit
“or it £LStt t, 7 Rus. @ gs be reweca Y] i Ahro gh

it  meaning, we have to be informed of its content . Realistic understanding must

pree ~de transformation.” (p.54)

To piggy L)Xéc-k on nur(xbev(j)a F (v 2 wh¢le we Nia’ .mde?ta foithe rieaning o’ the text
better as “tudy or as we are in VariousSeasons offeur life, the Bibls #loriginal
meaning DOES “TANGE . SImply put, we don ‘t get one meaning ay and a
different meaning ano‘o.‘"\day . 1've heard too many Bil’ﬂ%hers say , ‘The Bible is
alive. It can mean one thing one time you rcaa 1t and something different the next
time you read it ." That ‘s simply not true. You can come to understand it more deeply,

but the original meaning doesn‘t change depending on my mood or circumstance.
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Storyline of the Bible

Use this page with the ’'Storyline of the Bible ' Charton p. 17 of this file. Learners can
also fill in the blank chart on p. 18as they listen,

The Bible, which me?ﬁwﬂ"" S—r Aveek, isan anthology of 66 books . It
was written by about thre~ .ezenauthors, who, for the mos. . <, did not know each

othen, over a timel# an of approximatelyy iy cars on three differ. g continents !

(Ryken ) The coF :sive story the Biblz =15 »¢ not’ling short of a miracle.

Unde~ standing how a story or occus & vr.e Bikle £fits into Storyline 0. the Bible
’ - Ry ", v e y yat f_; : | |n—-u,-o—'-.._-—_.:_-~:\w

sod Sgp ger SLoTY 18 kY 1o e B 1o o " Creaton® S
D T

above cime, space, and matter . This ine-xs hah wafore time,
¢ aral )

spar 2, or any created matter, God 18 i@ wstory is HIS é|., w._.;j::k
st ,ry . Throughout the entire storyline of the 3ible, God is ff”jf' S ==,
3.R ide n bio T T v
tO be glorified . (Write 'God is Glorified " in tf 2 bexz beside 1 e = qaifing

i Ty .
che vertical line on the left side or ycu. cap” ) b (4 éﬂ _‘-ﬁ':i';- oo
:l‘:_w, _|_-1 | Ztuming

In Ge € am ) God created the heavens and the'earth. We of o ot ool

watch Him por' #ffor =~ daysit) make ev_ *Ythlng we see. GXJ -
said all H¢ «@d 1. £ las - o€ i TE oo~ ot Jam 7o e lidn'+ ¢ ‘ L\ /fy about

sickness or diseasel They walRed.with God in the G/den of Edén . ( Wr‘lﬁ:reatlon in

the first® #r'o. de”’ optic TR ,Gér. is1=27 m — Ll 4 A

But ne . xt?Sir mnte Mthe rlda [thefi pmappene Man] [ened to
Satan’s 1li__lins._d of .. g whau -dld . Bot __Adam we ated from
(‘'od (deat =1l ¢ [frr o W e ‘nt 2seco j b 2.)

Optional: 2ad G e 3.

Goc T _Mee [ e, @1 3" terthe =3 T 2Aw it
woula happen . God chose a man named Abrahm, who later became Abraham, to be _he
fathere “the nation of Israel. (In the blank under 'Fall," write 'Israel.") Israe' wasn't
chosenk wse they werc more righteous .or more nunnf“fouC* *har, other natic.us. Quite
the opposrce\tually. N o,@nggm V7 8 t}\\jevj’r C ST 211 peor ds and that
they were "stiff -m “ked ." (See Deuteronomy 76 -9, 9:5-6) But God knew Aiom

Abraham ‘s line would cc.~2 aMan who would redeem all the pe” .1e of the world , Jesus.
Unfortunately, the Isrhfes weeo o0 Tl WO th@s that God desired for

them to be. They often fell into sin, worshipping other gods and taking part in the
detestable things God had forbidden them to do.(Write "Sin" in the first blank beside

Storyline of the Bible p .1 o o
www .raisingrooteddisciples.com
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Sn we think of music, we have

Genr

French word for "type' or 'kind

genres such as _rophecy, narratives, soctyy or ~ongs, proverbs, history sermons,

genealogy, arables, letters or episties 1wv/3, .:mmong others. As a matter ot "act, both
testame’.cs of the Bible are organizen oy © =nre:,

“he kind of writing (genre) arier-r2 v it we —xpect to read and how we reac it .
For :xample, if you picked up the nawsyan2z %17 read this headline in the religion
se >tion: "The Saints were Killed by the Bears " you might think it was about
v 1issionaries who were attacked by bears. Oh nay! But if this same title was in the

sports section of the paper, you wCuwid exne ¥ “_oreaa e highlights of a football

Different genre.

S wmungs, |

take “mc  or (.\)d
e Prove [s hel a. ~nd wto be
™ —

e Thet
¢ e them truths abou uture evénts. (Somé of these Uture évents ' aréin our

pa. t., but some are vet to come )

™

a ecd the 0¥ NC r‘ﬁve t Te17+1n1r\ par i

(narratlves sermons, parables) .h us who God is as we can .ee the

ch age.
. Epistles TS) &
relationship with other believers, all while being a light in the world .
* Revelation (prophecy) tells us what ‘s to come at the end of the age and encourages
us because God has the final say . Hallelujah !

*Adapted from 'Playing with Fire: How the Bible Ignites Change in Your Soul" by Walt Russell




Storyline of the Bible
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Unit of Meaning

Definition

Genre

Exam 'as/Questions

— A

The gern:idy, aa Y &7 of
literatu<e ¢
commuUNICEULLAY, T80 F .y
the write rnd insahy,
genre or Typdnnd Vi v
know what

- -
v DT “C

prophecy, narrati.2s,
poetry or songs, prov “tbs,
history, genealogy,

| parables, letters or
epistles, laws, etc.

Context of
the Cha;pter

Qr | j@.
Zq0
Comt . Of
L
Paranraph

The chapter and b ok
provide contex., ¢
Can unhuerstand . pig
ideag surrounding your
peragraph a;fi /or verse.

s '_‘gg:

¥ juﬂ

'“he parac~- “~or t"--
S, don «€trn vasie”
ur 30 hought 2athe
P e (k =ell)

I AT agTrapns...=Often

off ~ bh di

I _ 1 Uvidual mnt -

O e

paragraphs. Verses are
meant to be understood
within the context ofithe
paragraph, nct as stand-

DIOUSSIETIS

4 Y-,
"ﬁimhﬁmqﬁﬁf

Wparc @Epnaboe Mha, Y
the- xeme  r idee
How Jesthisp agre”
fit 1 VT emmesnea €
Cc e befc Taf

‘at ‘e b Rhondpe An

What is the book about?
Why was the book written?
'what is the chapter
about? What ‘s happening
aroundsthe chapter (what
harpe .. 3y before »_, I after

apter )" -

~n AT

theparagrapn? How
does this verse fit into
the meaning of the
paragranh?

p. o oW/

Word

The smaller units of
e, g that make up
the verse or senwence.

What 's hapr” «dfg in the
paracr _on? How does
< Siword fit into the
verse in this paragraph
of thought?

Begin with the largest unit of meaning, genre, and move to the smallest when you are
trying to understand the Bible. This is the 'top-down "approach .



How to Assemble the Visual

Optional : Print each page on colored
cardstock. Read thé réad aloudgpage for each

uﬁ‘oﬂaﬂ’eg before using the ovals.
\

Fach oval comes wae.. ﬁne at the very
bot%. ._earners should .. *]Kthe unit of

/ neea Bnia £ cre. Begin with 'G™mre" as it ’s the
4 definition of v olnnoes valt of meaning .

’[he w./L' of meaning,

! Lear? «rs wonald write the informatich about
R T o’ «~zaning on the lines. Thi.
intar: ‘Aaltina can be found on the chart, v
A€ 1t 4 aloud pages, or on the individua.
oval pa es that follow.

ex'.mples, cautions, or

cue. LT _ .. and hole -punch the top. Whe.\

ciic 0 X1 Shiaeese oo OVal 1s completed, which ic
'context of the book or chapter," cut it out,
he'le punchyit, and f‘ ach it ON TOP of, the

4l/’l\ LT vre
h & z 4 .
V)—V (\\52 fora Jb\(:iaf} 5 21_‘ L AL Tawith
P, im[o, -t~ his v ual c rgerve I ‘:1

| , reminaer on nowrtoruhoerstand
"*Ou't f "I”d -

r (-\ 4 3C e tthe ¢ .oJa e fead an:.
1)

to bre' ne other — “3o. Titings
(tI pmewspe er. bc ks, ar+icle )we
should understana-scripture-rrom *.ne
top -down ." (Russell, p. 65)

Instead'cf stfwtlnf* at the ve se level

b o jSJruifl @)y vepneca”
Uunderstand how the ver its inside
the larger context -~ e paragraph,

the chaptelyook, and the genre.
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Five Questions

hese five questions. Use the notes in

Do your out the book of the Bible by answeri

your st

ible dictionary, or consult a reput Bible commentary .

2V

Frotathe a

0‘!“

2
ok

What? [~

What is th . book
mainly 7 .oout? What
genrel .)are used?

When was the ~ook
written? How dc 2s it
fit into the stor, line
of the Rible?

A A——
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Context Clues

Context is important ! Someone said it this
way, ‘Context is king."

—

Read thesfollowing Bible verse, often
taken out of context /Take a/step back
"~ dinvestigate . Follow the clues to
discover, . "ag it means.

Tam able 1042 an
things T .rough him wk.o
sfrengthens me.” P

"‘Pkilippians HB, CSiz ¢

o
WS F ] CHSPOE S A~
2/ - ! [ég @n—/ =
ce - -~
lue #I: Explol “are — N v,
— n‘l -
* Whatger :ist ¢ dpture \(Re i ’ >0 She '_'J
Philippi: a) What |youc Eludeabc [this ple C J
* Whoisw ling and.. A is it l VVVVVV N
written™ & 7 Phi T jpir "-2.)

Clue"2: Explc [the € e

* Recdall _ _tpp_AS =~ St
Phil. »pians 4:10-14 .

* Whatsa es,Paul say the church had
done forn im? (Reread verse 10, 14 .)

*  What does Bu 'l say hé ‘Qag @l’@t@)‘)l

do? (Reread ver, s 11-12 /)

Clue #3: Explore the Verse IN Comuy, *

e How is Paul able to be content?

(Reread verse 13.)

* Does this verse give us the license

to do anything we want because we

know Christ will strengthen us? www raisingrooteddisciples.com



» Hi! I'm Becky.
"Let’s Connect!

Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.
Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible
Publishers.

The Holy Bible : New King James Version. (1982). Thomas Nelson . Used by permission .
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kaitlynn-Albani
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kari-Bolt-Clip-Art
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mailto:becky@raisingrooteddisciples.com
https://www.facebook.com/raisingrooteddisciples/
https://www.instagram.com/raisingrooteddisciples/
https://www.pinterest.com/thisreadingmama/raising-rooted-disciples/
https://raisingrooteddisciples.com/podcast/
https://shop.thisreadingmama.com/?wpf=default_filter&wpf_page=1&wpf_categories=bible
https://www.youtube.com/@RaisingRootedDisciples
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