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The Top-Down Approach

We tend to read the Bible upside -down . No, nc!
n

rstan
n
1 t Y S
h ( S nt to unlock the
Yy v omes from the paragraph, not

e need to understand that the meaning

rally, but liter

bottom up . We often start making meaning of or u

level. (Fun fact: Did you know that the chapter,

genre (or kind of text). After we understand the type of literature that it is
flow down to the smaller units of meaning like the‘ i

There are several dangers to gaining meanin

fit their worldview or ideclogy, and teach them as tr'%
t

temptation of Jesus shows Satan in action doing just thi h

explore the top -down method or approac}v

with Fire the Bible Ignites Change in Your Soul " by Walt Russell
Scripture with All Your Mind," a BIOLA University Lecture by Walt Russell
ad a Bible Verse: The Most Important Thing I could Teach You," Greg Koukl,

wWww .Str .org
* 'How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth" by Gordon D. Fee & Douglas Stuart
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Quick Tips for Bible Study

1. Always read more than one verse. Gain a better un erstandmg of the con

‘

(Fee & Stuart)

zooming out . This way, you ‘re reading a whole 1

this using the "top-down " method as shared in t

Use different versions or

'sinful nature"). I think BOTH

d a
e on

to have: 1- a good translation (or two) in study Bible

ictionary, and 3 - access to commentaries. (Fee & Stuart)

make [the Bible ] mean anything that pleases us
for it ." (Fee & Stuart, p. 34) Russell says, "before wi

S C

its meaning, we have to be informed of i

dt

s of our life, the Bible’s original

ning of the text

, we don ‘t get one meaning one day and a

ther day . I've heard too many Bible teachers say, "The Bible is

ent meani
It can mean one thing one time you read it and something different the next
time you read it ." That ‘s simply not true. You can come to understand it more deeply,

but the original meaning doesn ‘t change depending on my mood or circumstance.
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Storyline of the Bible

Use this page with the ’'Storyline of the Bible " Chart on p. 17 of this file. Lea
also fill in the blank chart on p. 18 as they listen)

The Bible, which means ‘'little books" in the

was written by about three dozen authorg, w.

matter, God is. All of history is HIS

roughout the entire storyline of the Bible, God is
to be glorified. (Write 'God is Glorified " in the b‘mde
the vertical line on the left side of your paper .)

In Genesis, God created the heave

ave to worry about

f Eden. (Write 'Creation’in

xt? Sin

following what God said . Both Adam and Eve were separated from

what ca red the world and the fall happened . Man listened to

lies instea

ath ) as well as from each other. (Write 'Fall" in the second oval beside 2.

Optional : Read Genesis 3.

God didn t need to implement a "Plan B" after

would happen . God chose a man named Abrahm

nations. Quite
ong all peoples and that
, 9:5-6)But God knew that from

would redeem all the people of the world, Jesus.

my 7:

e Israelites were not a light to the nations that God desired for
. They often fell into sin, worshipping other gods and taking part in the
detestable things God had forbidden them to do.(Write "Sin" in the first blank beside

Storyline of the Bible p .1 www thisreadingmama .com
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Genre

Genre is a French word for "type' or 'kind .’ ﬁen we think of music,

genres such as classical, jazz, or pop. We also ha

entire Bible is written in human genres that we c

when we think about who God is. He is h
e i |, \4 rd
‘ PO ng
ett epi , 1al ong
_ c

ing ts what we expect to read and how we read it .

ed up the newspaper and read this headline in the religion

sports section of the paper, you would expect to

‘the hi

game . Same title. Different genre.

*Understanding Various Genres T

as give us

all our emotions to God, who cares for us.
Proverbs help us understand how to be wise and e wise choices.
* The Prophets warned the people to be ocbedient &

gave them truths about future events. (Some of

past, but some are yet to come.)

*Tation (prophecy) tells us what ‘s to come at the end of the age and encourages
us because God has the final say . Hallelujah !

*Adapted from 'Playing with Fire: How the Bible Ignites Change in Your Soul" by Walt Russell
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Unit of Meaning Defind

“%h

r
@ is B ‘ of fratives,
' aLUke OT Iy Or Songs, proverbs,
g ion USe& by history, genealogy,

. Knowing the parables, letters or

genre or type helps us epistles, laws, etc.
know what to expect.

What is the book abo
Why was the bogklwr
Wh L D

The chapter and book
COnteXt Of provide context, so yo

the Chapter can understand the big s @ , g

idea surrounding apt&
>, OOk ® \g O ( e anad

A
V

' © papagaphs = flat is this section or
8 i e theWasic paragraph about? What is

LSAOUV

ought in the the main theme or idea?
he Bible (Russell). How does this paragraph
Paragraphs are often fit into the verses that

agrap

set off by subheadings. come before and after?

11N )SOIDWIS (

The individual sentenc
that make up the
paragraphs. Verses

verse

) What ‘s happening in the
——=tSAE LTORLES of paragraph? How does
meaning that make up | +1)j5 yord fit into the

the verse or sentence. verse in this paragraph
of thought?

Suiubpawl

Begin with the largest unit of meaning, genre, and move to the smallest when you are
trying to understand the Bible. This is the 'top-down "approach .



How to Assemble the Visual

Optional : Print each page on colore
cardstock .
unit of me

each unit of meaning on the lines. This
information can be found on the chart, in
the read aloud pages, or on the individual
oval pages that follow.

Cut out th’l an

or a metal ring clip.

’// Write i ation This visual can serve as a helpful
" " reminder on how to understand
about "word" on .
Scripture. In the same way we
these lines. compr
(the n
word
< e verse level
1\ a 5

[ /]
5 ‘ g. we need to

¥stand how the verse fits inside
the larger context of the paragraph,
the chapter, the book, and the genre.
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Five Questions

Do your research about the book of the Bible by answering these five questions. Use the notes in

your study Bible, a Bible dictionary, or consult a reputable Bible commentary .

Who?

eV

Who wrote the book? To wh
written?

When?

When was the book
written? How does it
fit into the storvline

Wher thor
book * e did ther

\

e

e\l

writi
nts live?

2 O

as the book written?
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Context Clues

Context is important ! Someone said it this
way, "'Context is king."

‘ the following Bidele

=

| am able to do all

What do you conclude about this Bible
verse after considering its context?

Clue #2: Explore the Context

* Read all of Philippians 4 or just
Philippians 4:10-14 .

aul say the churg

Clue #3 ore The Verse ntext
hul able to be content ?

¥ad verse 13.)

e Does this verse give us the license

to do anything we want because we

www thisreadingmama .com

know Christ will strengthen us?
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