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The Problems with Word Problems

Word problems.

Those two little words used to send shivers down my spine. I was terrible at word problems as a
young child. Why do letters and words belong in math anyway, right? You probably teach a
learner or two that struggle with word problems. I'm here to help!

Let’s explore a few problems with word problems as well as what you can dggbout,

The Problems with Word Problems:

1. Learners do not understand the m
If learners do not have a fi

rd problems are also going to be a struggle.

ost in all the steps involved with solving a word problem.

word problems is a multi-step process. To make matters even more complicated,
sometimes there are multiple strategies that must be used to solve a problem. This can feel
overwhelming, and learners can freeze up because they are not sure where to even start.

What You Can Do About It:

1. Teach math concepts using explicit instruction then follow it u
When teaching and modeling math concepts, be sure t
it? What is it not? When do you use it? When d

division. Revisit fractions when teaching decimals. This helps learners use their background
knowledge to build new knowledge and reduces the chances of them developing holes in their
understanding.
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Key Words

to unlock word problems
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to Solve Word Prob.

Choose an Operation
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SOtve a Similar, Look for Practical
Easier Problem Applications
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Guess, Check, & Revise Work Backwards

Use Logical Reasoning



Pick a Strategy
5N/ to Solve Word Problems

Use Objects
Visualize the Story
Look for Practi

VK El .
Br 1cture or Diagram

Make a Table or Graph
Make an Organized List
Guess, Check, and Revise
Work Backwards
Use Logical Reasoning

www.thisreadingmama.com




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7

