


Before we tackled the big word in this term, stop and think about why we use a map. If you struggle with 
directions like I do, a map can help you get from Point A to Point B. But we don’t just want to see Point A and 
Point B. We want to figure out all the twists and turns that will get us from Point A to Point B. And once we figure it 
out, we might even think through landmarks along the way that will help us get there. 

Orthographic mapping, also known as word mapping uses the same process. Instead of looking at the word as a 
whole, we slow down, starting at Point A (the first letter) and explicitly study all the “twists,” “turns,” and 
“landmarks” that will get us to the last letter, Point B.

Orthography is literally the study of correct writing. When we map words, we help our learners see how to 
correctly spell words not just using individual letters but strings of letters or letter chunks like ai or th. In order to 
orthographically map words, our learners must also have a strong sense of letter sounds or speech sounds, known 
as phonemic awareness.

One of the important things to remember with mapping is that we’re not asking learners to memorize whole 
words. We are working through words, mapping them letter-by-letter, chunk-by-chunk to build connections with 
the sounds and letters/letter strings in words. These connections help with storing the words for future retrieval. 

And this is important! While we want learners to read the word correctly, we are more concerned with their ability 
to build and use their orthographic knowledge to read the word and other words like it with ease in the future.

Practically speaking, we are helping our learners understand how the sounds of a word “map out” as letters when 
they spell and read words. Word mapping helps learners take their knowledge of letter/speech sounds and apply 
that knowledge to the letters and letter chunks they see in words. 
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Note: Some words map letter-by-letter. Hat is an example of this. Hat has three 
letters (h, a, & t ) and three sounds that transparently map: (/h/, /a/, & /t/). 
Other words don’t map as transparently. They rely more on chunks or letter strings. 
Sheep is an example of this. Sheep has five letters (s, h, e, e, & p) yet only three 
sounds: (/sh/, /ē/, & /p/). 

Sources: David Kilpatrick, Nancy Mather, & Barbara J. Wendling
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Write the word. 
Map the word.

Match It, Map It
Directions: Match up a word puzzle to spell a word. Write the word on the blank. Map it in the boxes.

Write the word. 
Map the word.

Write the word. 
Map the word.
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Map the word.
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Write the word. 
Map the word.
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Just Map It
Directions: Listen to the word your teacher says. Map it by writing the letters in the boxes.
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