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1. Color the chunk. 
2. Read the words.
Below the line, I’ve included challenge words that have blends or 
digraphs. Try them WITH your learners.
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Short a Word Families



as in 
cat

Directions:
For each word, color in the -at word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -at
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as in 
mad

Directions:
For each word, color in the -ad word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -ad
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as in 
bag

Directions:
For each word, color in the -ag word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -ag
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as in 
man

Directions:
For each word, color in the -an word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -an
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as in 
cap

Directions:
For each word, color in the -ap word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -ap
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as in 
back

Directions:
For each word, color in the -ack word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -ack
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as in 
lash

Directions:
For each word, color in the -ash word family chunk. Then 
use the word family to help you read the word aloud. 

the Chunk -ash
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1. Color the chunk. 
2. Read the words.
3. Circle only the real words.
Below the line, I’ve included challenge words that have blends or 
digraphs. Try them WITH your learners.

Short a Word Families
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as in 
cat

Directions:
For each word, color in the -at chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.

the Chunk -at
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as in 
mad

the Chunk
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Directions:
For each word, color in the -ad chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.

-ad



as in 
bag

the Chunk -ag
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Directions:
For each word, color in the -ag chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.



as in 
man

the Chunk
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Directions:
For each word, color in the -an chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.

-an



as in 
cap

the Chunk -ap
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Directions:
For each word, color in the -ap chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.



as in 
back

the Chunk -ack
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Directions:
For each word, color in the –ack chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.



as in 
lash

the Chunk -ash
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Directions:
For each word, color in the –ash chunk. Use the word 
family to help you read each word. Circle only the real 
words.
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