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1. Main Idea

2. Uncover the Purpose

What is the text mostly about? 
Look for details and facts about it.

Why did the author write the text?
What was his/her purpose?

What is the text structure?
Use this to help you retell.

I can retell 
nonfiction!

3. Structure

4. Helps
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Text features like the title, 
headings, and images help

you know what’s important!

My Brain’s Not MUSH with Nonfiction



Uncover the 
Purpose

Main Idea

Helps from
the Text

Structure of
Text

Features such as the title, 
headings, and images that 

help you understand 
what’s important.

The way the text is 
organized to give you 

information.

What the text is mostly 
about. Facts and details 

help to support it.

The reason the author 
wrote the text.

It’s Not MUSH to me!
Directions: Cut out the MUSH parts and definitions. 
Match them up and glue them down on another piece of paper. 
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I can retell nonfiction.



It’s Not MUSH to me!
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Main Idea

Structure

Uncover the 
Purpose

Helps

After you read a text, use
MUSH to help you retell.



BIG IdeaThink about the 

Main Idea

Within the text (or section 
of text) you are reading, 

you’ll find details that 
support the main idea. 

What is the text 
mostly about?

Details
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Purpose?What’s the

Authors write nonfiction texts for several 
reasons.

Look through the text you are reading. Can 
you uncover the author’s purpose? Remember 
to use text features, text structure, and the 
words from the text to help you decide.

Did you know?
The author’s purpose affects how he/she 
WRITES the text and how you READ the text!

Inform / Teach 

Persuade

Explain

The author gives you facts about a topic to inform 
or teach you.

The author gives you step-by-step directions on 
how to do something, like bake a cake.

The author wants to change your opinion or get 
you to try something.
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